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every man such as in the earlier Theocracy had been
occupied by Jehovah Himself without representative.

Such was the plan. In proceeding to consider the
execution of it, these three essential features will afford
the means of a convenient arrangement, and the corre-
spondence of the new Theocracy to the old in respect of
them will afford a constant instructive illustration. Our
investigation divides itself from this point into three
parts. We shall treat in order the Call, the Legislation,
and the Divine lloyalty of Christ, and in proceeding now
to consider the Call we shall ask the question, In what
respect did the Call issued by. Christ differ from that
which came to Abraham ?

The Call then which the first Christians received dif-
fered from that received by Abraham, in the first place,
in this respect, that it did not separate them from civil
society. Abraham was commanded to isolate himself,
abandoning his family and his native country. The life he
adopted was one which was possible in his age and country.
All external authority whatsoever he threw off; his
actions were controlled by no power except that invisible
one which had decreed his isolation. In his case the
problem of the connection between Church and State
was solved in the most simple manner, namely, by the
abolition of the State. There was but one Society, of
which God was king, the patriarch being His deputy.
What .intercourse he occasionally had with the world
outside his own pastoral encampment was not like the
intercourse of one citizen with another, but consisted of
formal negotiations or wars such as arc transacted between
states. Now the early Christians, it is true, compare
themselves with. Abraham in this respect. They call